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Scripture reading:  Ephesians 4:29
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

Congregational: 
“Faith Hope and Love” Greg Ferguson

“He Is Able” Rory Nolan

“He Reigns” Kirk Franklin

Video:  Play the “Be Happy” Cartoon file.
Happy.swf
Offering and Announcements:

Opening Prayer:
Father, you are the King of encouragement. Please teach us how to encourage others. Open us up for how this message applies to our lives. If you have a special word of encouragement for us please speak to us in Jesus name Amen.

Message: 
What does it mean to encourage someone? The word encourage is defined as follows: Inspire with courage and hope.
I want to offer encouragement to all of you. Your worth is priceless. God has set you apart from all other creation. You were made in God’s image. Think on this for a minute or so. Doesn’t it lift or refresh your spirit?
Maybe this story will help put things in perspective.

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a $20.00 bill.

In the room of 200 he asked, who would like this $20 bill?

Hands started going up. He said, I am going to give to someone, but first let me do this.
He proceeded to crumple the bill up. He then asked, who still wants it?

Still the hands were up in the air.

Well, he replied, What if I do this? And he dropped it on the ground and started to grind it into the floor with his shoe.

He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. Now who still wants it? Still the hands went into the air.

My friend, we have all learned a very valuable lesson. No matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it because it did not decrease in value.
It was still worth $20.00.

Many times in our lives we are dropped, crumpled and grounded into the dirt by decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way.

We feel as though we are worthless. But no matter what happens to you, you will never lose you value: dirty or clean crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless to those who love you.

The worth of our lives comes not in what we do or whom we know, but by who we are.

You are special – Don’t Ever forget this. 

You are fearfully and wonderfully made.
praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.—Ps 139:14

Count your blessings, not your problems. Never be afraid to try something new.

Remember that amateurs built the ark.

Professionals built the Titanic. 

Remember the old say: Stick and stone shall break your bones but names shall never hurt me? That’s Crapola!!!!!  Who came up with that hog wash?

It has been proven over time how powerful words can be. Let us start with the very beginning. The Word created all things.
Remember John1:1-3. Open up your Bibles and let us read the text.

A word or words spoken by a person of authority has the power to enhance your life or end it. For example someone found guilty in a court setting of murder hears the words that sentence him or her to some finality possible death in some states…

Words spoken by our loved ones can also be very hurtful if spoken in an unkind way.

A father or Mother yells at each other or the kids and visa versa. 

If you are down casted because of a job issued Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of relationship problem Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of health Issue Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of School Problems Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of Money Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of not feeling loved Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of loneliness. Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of self esteem issues. Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of a sin pattern you are caught up in. Be encouraged. Have Hope. God is with you!
If you are down casted because of ____________________________________________

If you are down casted because of …..

Do not worry about anything. Mathews 6:25-34 and Philippians 4:6,7
M't:6:25: Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

M't:6:26: Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

M't:6:27: Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

M't:6:28: And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

M't:6:29: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

M't:6:30: Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

M't:6:31: Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

M't:6:32: (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

M't:6:33: But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

M't:6:34: Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
                                               -------------------------

Philippians:4:6: Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Philippians:4:7: And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
                                               -------------------------
Give all of your cares to God for he cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7

The scriptures mentioned are not just casual remarks. This is God’s word speaking to your circumstances. Read them again and again letting God speak to you and your circumstance. Be patient with the Lords timing and response. You will be glad you did.
Question:  When was the last time you encouraged someone? If it has been a while, why are you waiting?
Action Steps: 
1. Read God’s Word. Psalm 119:28 Read what God’s word has to say regarding this.
See how our great god has encourage people through out history. His words can strengthen you.

2. Encourage each other. Just do it!
3. If someone is not treating you right and you are honoring God in your dealings   with them remember the following:
  1 Thessalonians 4:8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit.
4. Remember our future hope in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

1Th:4:16: For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

1Th:4:17: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1Th:4:18: Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
5. Let us take 5 minutes to spend this time offering encouragement to each other.

Say something kind to someone whether you know them or not. Who knows that person might be at the end of their rope and your words could give them the lift that they needed or even prayed for.
Closing:
We, the body of Christ, need each other. We were created to be in community.
Let us make encouraging each other a regular spiritual practice. Pray for those you can not get to and ask our Lord to bring encouraging hope to one another. Will you do this?

Lets stand for closing prayer!
Closing Prayer:
Lord most high. Let your message of encouragement flow constantly like never before in the lives of those who have been taught today. May your people become more and more like our risen Savior Jesus Christ for your sake.
In Jesus name Amen.

Scripture References:
Acts 27:23,24 Angels give encouragement

1 Thessalonians 4:8 Christians encourage each other

Matthew 14:27 Comfort from Jesus

Hebrews 13:3 Encourage prisoners

1 Thessalonians 5:14 Encourage the Timid

Titus 2:6 Encourage young Men to live wisely

Philippians 2:12 and 1 Thessalonians 4:18 Exhortation to encourage each other.
2 Corinthians 7:6 God Encourages us
Psalms 119:28 God’s word encouraged us

Proverbs 12:25 Kind words cheer people up

2 Timothy 4:2 Patiently correct, rebukes and encourage

Ephesians 4:29 Speak encouraging words

Matthew 6:25 Don’t worry
Philippians 4:6 Don’t worry
